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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Introduction 

The Digest contains the latest available figures at 
the time of issue for a selection of monthly and quarterly 
economic series. Where possible, series are shown bothin 
their original and seasonally adjusted form. 


Adjustments to series 


5. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
inthe Catalogue of Publications, Arsstralia (1101.0). The 
ABS also issues, on Tuesdaysand Fridays, a Publications 
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in 
the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications 
Advice are available from any ABS office. 


Symbols and other usages 


2. Besides being adjusted for normal seasonal factors, 
some of the statistical series included in the Digest have 
been adjusted for the effects of calendar variations, 
namely, ‘trading-day’ effects (arising from the varying 
numbers of Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, etc. in a 
month) and the influence of movable holidays, such as 
Easter and Australia Day. 


3. Most of the original and seasonally adjusted series 
are preliminary and subject to revision. 


Related publications ‘ 

4. Moredetailed information is available in the Monthly 
Summary of Statistics, Australia (1304.0) ($3.80, $4.60 
incl. postage). Publications from which the series in the 
Digest arc derived are listed on page 8. 


p preliminary—figure or series subject to revision 


na. not available 
ny.a, not yet available 


break in continuity of series (where drawn - 
between two consecutive figures in the same 
column) 

r figure or series revised since previous issue 


6. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals. 


A. R. BAGNALL 
Acting Australian Statistician 


PRODUCTION 


a SSS SE SS aC 


Eleciric motors 
Black Tron Electricity Gas (c) Raw steel Cement Motor vehicles (d) under 720W 
foal ont) Load (0) mil. kWh mil. megajoules * 000 tonnes * 000 tonnes ‘000 "000 

Month tonnes tonnes tonnes Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Sees. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. 
1984-85—- 

September 11,019 22,580 38.3 9,789 9,857 41,307 39,109 544 S61 471 471 %.1 47 175 146 
October 12,981 0.3 9,722 9,748 938,541 39,208 546 544 ga 37.8 32.6 19 166 
November 12,247 39.1 9,336 8 36,452 38,975 494 $26 553 305 38.3 33.5 228 188 
December 7,292 22,560 38.8 9,227 9,916 . 4,281 $$2 $52 455 416 29.4 46 St 158 
January 8,581 35.6 9,389 0, 31,802 39,309 Sil x7 330 “3 11.8 33.9 88 195 
February 8,207 35.1 8,806 9, 32,702 38,4399 4st 3900 a44 4! 31.5 33.2 193 201 
March 11,504 22,451 41.4 9,860 10,104 36,119 37,907 537 $21 47) 4s7 35.6 33.1 195 190 
April 10,152 41.5 9,346 10,052 33,588 36,886 mo 518 “41 467 28.9 33.3 158 188 
May 13,169 45.6 10,561 10,065 40,321 36,444 $09 $22 529 416 38.9 33.2 182 198 
June 11,937 —_p23,850 38.8 10,878 10,063 43, 621 37,267 su +O 480 an 37.4 37.0 10 181 
1985-86— 

July n.y.a. 45.4 = 11,683 9,927 49,864 39,391 599 545 508 486 “45 37.7 190 177 
August ny.a. 45.6 11,275 10,279 47,894 42,917 583 536 589 y 42.4 36:5 190 160 
September ny.a. 28,609 43.2 = 10,201 ae 4819 43,432 = ol $17 $17 38.1 35.5 193 163 
October n.y.a. ny.a. 10,207 10,261 43,559 44,285 97 56S 538 42.1 36.4 222 180 
November n.y.a. nya 9,724 10,255 38,917 41,355 7 616 $27 48s 38.2 %6 195 164, 


Bee ee ee a a 
G i tput. Source: Bi {f Mineral Resources, Geology and Geophysics (B.M.R.). (b) Metallic contents of ucts, Source: B.M.R. Available for seve through mains; includes satural d) Includes 
oe een ee ee ee ~ = = 


PRODUCTION—continued STOCKS(d) 
Price index Brokers and dealers 
Woollen and manufac- Whole receivals of 
Cotton woven cloth worsted woven cloth Man-mede turing milk intake by taxable wool Book velue at 
ee? (incl. re a Prd psec aa "Feat senna end 4 quarter 
sqm 000 sqm 000 sq m ‘000 tonnes year tres fa re) m 
SSS SS 1968-69 = ————__ receivals pa her CT as ae a 

Month Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas.adj. Original Seas. adj. 100.0) Original Seas. adj. tonnes brokers{c) Original Seas. adj. 
1984-85 — 
September 3,462 3,039 811 858 14,109 13,365 1$5 151 398.2 642 486 =: 103,675 81.2 36,420 36,233 
October 2,973 2,966 877 716 14,828 13,122 71 151 399.5 169 474 (126,714 7 
November 3,186 2,930 1,083 847 14,216 12,70: 164 161 3999.7 747 #5 =: 105,107 16.6 
December 2,767 3,356 623 93 10,845 14,016 pl34 155 400.9 690 03 56,312 16.7 96 37,055 
January 685 2,422 555 821 3,136 i pls3 164 02.0 599 $15 48,841 82.1 
February 2,766 3,297 976 880 12,865 13,489 P 163 05.2 438 $13 45,137 15.6 
March 3,850 3,096 923 868 13,774 12,540 pis3 184 408.2 390 $19 6: 48 37,867 37,864 
April 2,735 3,025 680 699 11,174 12,164 pl7i 180 412.9 336 533 38,231 79.3 
May 4,383 3,378 945 937 4,690 13,176 piss 183 418.0 310 544 40,587 188 
June 3,317 2,847 751 883 14,011 12,313 ples 178 420.8 279 545 i 76.3 p38,778 = p38, 891 
1985-86— 
July 3,793 3,474 877 835 14,872 13,043 179 168 422.7 342 % $5,097 81.6 
August 4,166 3,683 850 14,524 12,995 166 168 449 484 90.6 
September 3,491 3,099 707 A 13.310 12,330 167 162 25.5 652 486 = (106,481 81.7 ny.a. ny. 
October 3,339 3,292 723 580 16,058 14,104 195 168 p426.1 n.y.a. ny. ny. ny.e. 
November 3,638 3,348 909 72% 15,640 14,379 ny.a. nye ny.a. Dye. nya. nya. B.y.8. 

(a) This index is on a ‘net division’ basis and relates in concept only to articles which are juced ia the Manuf acturiag Division of ASIC (Division C) for sale or tranetet ovtside the Division or for wee as capital equipment. (&) Source: 
Australian Dairy Corporation. (c) Members of the National Council of Wool Selling of Australia. *<(d) Owned by private enlerpriaes in Avstralia. See publication 5629.0. 


FOREIGN TRADE 
Vahees 


al average 
1979-80 prices 
2 Boot 
Value of Value of Exports f.0.b. Imports f.0.b. All groups All groups 

jal —_——_- -——__, ‘Base ‘Base 
me bag * a Seas. adj. Ss. 1978.95 = 100) 96182 td 160.0) 


ay.a. y. 
(n) Non-merchandise trade is excluded from export and import statistics. 70) Gold ls valued ot the average London gold price for the month converted to SA at the market rate of exchange 


INTERNAL TRADE 


Retail salesx(a) 
All items Clothing, herdwere, New motor 
except reper vehicles, ata Bid ) cars end station Other new motor ) 
1s, petrol, etc. drink furniture Other(b, weapons vehicles fC, 
iit 5m im im — aren 
Month Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. 
1984-85— 
Semember +500 +97 5,506 5,703 3,471 3,671 1,963 1,972 33 a7 3 10 
C . y TS, A rc . * K 
October 3,851 3,848 43.5 425 13.3 13.1 
November 4,087 3,892 41.2 414 (2.5 13.2 
ber 5,195 3,922 6,233 5,793 474 3,816 2,416 2,038 4 41.2 11.3 12.6 
January 3,802 3,993 9.0 “41 11.5 13.3 
ay ua} ia 5,858 6,004 3,375 3,847 1,936 2,090 aa aa 58 tae 
Api 31846 3997 ; 420 4 145 182 
jay 4246 4,112 #0 “40 15.6 138 
June 3,909 4,137 5,943 6,103 3,953 3,976 2,000 2,138 421 41.4 15.6 148 
1985-86— 
July 4,074 4,209 69 42.3 148 126 
August 4,1% 4,204 “I 4.1 121 11.8 
September 4,021 4,316 ny.a nya. nye a.y.a. ny.@. aya. M26 45.4 ri.9 713.0 
October 4,402 4,366 p4s.o p43.6 pl2z.4 pl23 
Rt based eta Census; exctades Northern Territory, but inctedes Austratian Capital Territory. (0) Other; excludes motor vehicles, parts, petrol, etc. (c) Comen— 2 = commercial type vehicles, tracks, otha 
vehicles buses. 


WAGES, OVERTIME AND RETAIL PRICES 


weekly earrings Award Conner poteg index weighted average of eight capieal cies (Bane of cach Index : Voor (S01 < 700 9 weunss cemerwias soted) 
Jongere roses of awe 
pay indexes, Mestad 
poe series Ra Tebecco Nehhend ecreation 
Au Al howrs per Aa aud = Tramaper?- sod porzenat od 
Month moles females —_ 1976 = 100 employee z i Closhing Phorestrey eperaren elon atest! care theresa} 
1984-85— 
September 27 148 1Lé ne 137.9 (36.2 (9.7 147.5 116.2 116.7 
October 22.8 
November 389.50 255.10 22.8 1.22 
December 8 135.9 133.8 178.1 (40.2 1376 148.9 198.5 120.8 1169 
nr 392.70 20.10 202.8 1.22 
wa Eo ; 37.8 Ms 124 1422 (9.7 143.4 152.4 123.1 119.5 
#7. 263.40 8.2 1a 
June 208.2 41 137.4 132.0 1434 142.1 10.7 134.6 125.8 122.5 
1983-86— 
July 08.2 
Augest p4o3.10 p265.00 8.2 Lis 
September oe 14.2 Ins 193.6 (a7 1456 182.9 19.0 128.5 125.9 
November B.y.t. aye aya 130 
(a) Base of index series: March Quarter 1982 = 100.0. 
BUILDING AND NEW FIXED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 
Price tede zea) 
Mantels 
New 
Suibding “alee other by pitvens Roprise mid) 
cnecmepeeced, Dwellings house then howe leet  Ghvapaed idliligs and 
epprovels Government bethsoy bestia iT . Osher new el 
{ at ‘000 pt ; co] "ee0 wats ed - yor Mructeres Ca aalelial 
i ———<————— = 979-80 z 
wus. od, Original = Seas. adj. ae eT A Original Sous. =. 100.0) 100.0) Origine!  Seased, Original Seas. adj. 
1984-85— 
August 1,235.9 1,147.2 15.1 14.2 190.2 a. 
September 1,007.0 1,063.1 12.4 128 196.3 1,590.9 3,3%.9 2 38.7 471.5 152.8 616.7 872.0 2,782.1 2,899.5 
October 1,216.4 1,140.3 140 13.0 165.2 474. 133.5 
November 1,488.5 1,378.8 146 13.7 3478 416.0 134.1 
December 1,247.4 1,337.6 i19 13.8 333.0 3,623.9 3,148.5 ”3 38.7 477.1 154.5 1,188 1,037.8 3,907.3 2,862.2 
January 1,010.1 1,250.1 11.6 13.7 131.8 478.5 154.9 
February 1,143.4 1281L4 123 13.5 aly (55.9 
March 1,361 1,345.8 13.4 13.1 160.3 A727 03,9964 4d 136.7 6.9 1%.8 0.8 1,096 2,997.3 2,999.5 
oy 1,281.0 1,344.0 13.4 13.4 200.2 as 198.4 
jay 1,903.3 1,313.0 146 13.2 320.5 m2 1@.$ 
June 1,423.8 1,414.8 13.3 13.4 193.2 4,104.5 4,143.2 eB 38.3 8 161.2 1,102.8 10038 3492.9 3,196.4 
1985-86— 
July 1,377.5 v1 267.3 13.8 13.3 194.0 pse1.o 1162.0 
‘August 116234 1,564.0 141 13.5 1433.5 1305.0 163.0 
1,462.7 1,466.9 12.8 13.1 2478 aye ay. ays aye 1506.6 los aye aye ays aye 
October 7 148 13.4 290.3 po09.7 pleas 


MP) — “ 


FINANCE 
SS SS SS SS 
Housing finance for 
owner occupation 
secured commitments 
Savings benks— Major trading banks (6) to individuals (¢) Common Lined 

depositors’ wealth companies Taxation revenue 
balances (e) Deposits Advances Permanent bond yield new Commonweshh and 
Sm Sm 3m buble Other short = money State consolidated 
+ Banks societies lenders (d) dated (e) relsed revenue funcs 
Month Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Sm 3m Sm sper cent Sm 3m 
ee SS SS ooo 

1984-85 — r t 
September 4,650 34,830 35,562 35,663 27,390 27,467 390 279 105 11.85 1,457.8 3,874 
October 4,982 35,161 35,713 35,738 28,382 28,007 735 wT 119 12.10 4,129 
November 35,079 35,282 %,139 6,086 28,379 28,309 n) 324 103 12.0 4,637 
December %6,078 35,715 37,062 %,713 29,025 28,945 580 270 Lo] 12.90 459.2 4,254 
January 36,101 35,662 38,003 37,006 29,503 29,722 673 24 . 7] 12.50 4,140 
February 6,582 35,804 38,627 38,652 29,703 30,263 676 330 88 13.2 4,635 
March %,379 6,164 99,012 38,804 0,654 30,884 OS 46 104 13.65 1640.2 $,192 
April 35,662 %,217 39,821 39,607 31,778 31,394 595 322 % 13.65 15% 
May 36,148 36,526 39,833 39,945 32,050 31,731 793 1 115 13.50 1,276 
June 38,866 38,790 0,607 4,971 32,713 32,729 637 295 . 3.45 005.7 6,599 

1985-86— 

uly 38,619 38,855 42,098 42,235 33,711 33,685 811 3m 110 13.38 Ly.a. 
August 39,132 39,246 42,175 42,641 33,009 34,037 723 74.) 13 14.45 ny.a, 
September 39,105 39,283 42,894 42,870 33,912 34,024 702 23 105 14. n.y.a@. ny.a. 
October 39,414 39,634 = 42,842 42,893 (1)37,255 (136,754 ™ 266 113 15.05 ay.e. 
November ny.a. ay.a. 43,248 43,164 37,943 37,849 ny.a. ny.a. ay.a. aye ny.a. 


(a) Excludes external territories. (b) Includesexternal territories. (c) Exciudes loans for alterations and additions. (4) Includes terminating building societies, Finencr COMPAID, TOE WCU, iNBUT==T Snepemion and gowernanemt 
instrumentalities. (¢) This series is based on non-rebate bonds. (f) Break in series due to inclusion of certain foreign cerrency assets and lisbelitine not previously reported. For further information see Afajor Trading Banks, Australie 
($603.0). 


NATIONAL ACCOUNTS 


(Sm) 
Final consumption expenditure Gross fixed capitel expenditure 
EEE SS 
Gross domestic product Gross farm product Gross non-farm product Private Government Private Public 
Quarter Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Sees. adj. | Oviginal Seas.edj, Original Seas. adj. 
TU 
1983-84— 
June 47,389 49,141 1,009 2,226 46,300 6918 28,900 29.372 8,647 8,264 7.528 11388 4118 3,567 
1984-85— 
September 48,637 49,641 1,199 1,988 47438 47,653 29,870 30,163 8.514 8,664 6.595 6,642 3,786 4,023 
December 56,330 Bl 4,761 2,094 $1,569 48,717 32.627 30.803 9.085 8,798 7,548 7,147 4,293 4,118 
March 49,628 $2,524 1,595 2.271 48,033 $0,253 30,727 31,985 8,293 8,851 6.465 7,10! 4,158 4,739 
June $2,625 54,529 1,130 2,360 51,495 $2.169 32.478 32,932 9.616 9.186 199 1,682 5,734 5.047 
1985-86— 
September $4,928 $5977 1,494 2,173 $3,434 53,004 33,714 33.958 9.379 9,544 7,847 7,046 4,390 4,00 
AT AVERAGE 1979-80 PRICES 
1983-84— 
June 31,556 33,013 1,055 2.124 0,50! W909 19,678 19.919 $,633 5,388 $213 4970 2,647 2,292 
1984-85— 
September 32,283 32,894 1,445 1,929 30.838 30,965 19.916 20,146 $516 5.608 441 45399 2,420 2,571 
December 37,475 33,474 4,114 2,030 33.361 31,444 21,592 20,338 $5,768 $,637 $,070 4833 2,706 2,595 
March 31,908 33,812 1,579 2,159 30,329 31,653 19,911 20,788 $,285 5,380 4.268 1m 2,637 3 
June 33,313 4800 1,256 2,249 32,057 32,611 20.596 20,848 6,040 5.776 5.013 4,923 3,487 3,041 
1983-86— 
September 34,141 4,70 1,532 1978 32,609 32,792 20,855 21,044 5.718 5,809 4,842 48% 2,382 2,699 
AT CURRENT PRICES—continurd 
Gross ing surplus of 
ri enterprises 
Imports of goods Exports of goods Wages, salaries end income 
and services a s Compenies Other supplements Sarm unin- Other Less direct Household 
corporated household taxes, etc. disposable 

Quarter Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. edj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. enterprises income (a) income 
1983-84— 
June 8,236 8,288 7,390 7,240 5,995 6,147 8,991 10,961 24.909 25,847 |$2 16,174 10,876 31,153 
1984-85— 
September 9,850 9,430 8,166 8,224 6.159 6,194 10,608 10,942 25,968 26,191 $5 15,190 7,133 34 
December 91 9,332 7,862 7,928 7416 6,442 14.913 iy 27,877 26,814 3,408 17.771 6: 42,130 
March 9,079 9.243 8,163 8,395 5,801 6,004 11,026 92,217 25,914 26,885 “a 13.996 7471 34,383 
June 10,659 10,714 9,975 9,776 6,475 6,643 10,475 12,6t1 28,102 28,099 \99 18,582 12,570 33,993 
1983-86— 
September 11,657 11,145 9,778 9,890 7,453 7,909 12,581 12,741 27,901 28,141 237 17,571 7,665 37,944 


(a) Direct taxes deducted are those paid by persons to general government. These include income tax paid and cotate and gift duties, all other direct taxes, (ees for service of a reguiatory character and fines and gifts paid. Also deducted 
here are consumer debt interest and transfers to overseas. 


Survey 
estimates 


Total 


ed 
Original 


Unempio, 


Looking for 
Suall- tle work 


LABOUR FORCE SURVEY(a) 


Full-time 
Total 
Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. 


Month 


1984— 


2 ge S$ 8 3 3 Saneteese e-ares 
a -_= = - | pd e 
S| sansa s 
S=SSSSRh BaSaaS 
noans arn anrere-~e g 3 Sepeesaes S2s2=5 
o>. Ss e000 Bw eae =<.4 Ss an t= as ad 
gag95 99998999234 3) Sgeeazaee SGacee 
nanwneene ~eoneer. 
iis epepewase, §| saxsssaas sedday 
FSSSS  ASSSSESSSSS > 3 
z | Bl wa-3oteone nem en 
S| ¥| Sa888e88e g53585 
eaaern NANA OO a SE seeaeseaeee SESS 
esSeaeeacd wBeowewsms cam , 
2 
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08 
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07. 
10 
it 
10 
. 

0. 
1 
2 
3 
3 


SeessSscan ; 
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N.T. 
45 
46. 
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47 
41 
47 
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Sane H—-eorornene 


Sa 


AAMANNAMNHNS A= OTOH 


LBLSS Bees seeees 


< ATCAIAM NS weweaneae 
Liter ested heed eter oor ene, $335 (a $$ 3 $5 A 
Sgg5 Sexescegggs =| $SS3SSsse BSsssE 


S.A 
447. 
490. 
448 
448 
450 

7 
452. 
434 
456 
443, 
44a 
45 

59 
462 
62 


a ee Ue ee 


45. 
30. 
26. 
26. 
10. 
17. 
13. 
32. 
13. 
31 

504. 
506. 
“4. 

6. 

(s) Estimates derived from the labour force survey part of monthly population survey, which is based on a sample of dwellings and covers about two-thirds of one percent of the population of Australia. For further information cee The 
EMPLOYED WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS, STATES AND TERRITORIESe) 
PERSONS (' 668) 

Tas 

38. 
x» 
% 
x. 
7. 
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: New Statistical Series: vment, Average 
delence forces. (b) Includes the n 


households and members of the permanent 


roximately 20,000 private 


formation 


Australia (6248.0) and Inf 
fisheries, hunting, private 


{a) Results of sample survey of aj 


Catalogue 


No. 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS, CANBERRA, 
FROM WHICH THE SERIES IN THIS DIGEST ARE DERIVED 


Title 


nnn at 


Production 


6412.0 
7215.0 
8301.0 
8357.0 
8358.0 
$360.0 
8361.0 
8363.0 


Stocks 
$629.0 


Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, Australia 

Livestock Products, Australia 

Production Statistics, Australia, Preliminary 

Production Bulletin No. 1: Electrical Appliances, Australia 

Production Bulletin No, 2: Clothing and Footwear, Australis 

Production Bulletin No. 4: Textiles, Bedding and Floor Coverings, Australia 

Production Bulletin No. $: Building Materials and Fittings, Australia 

Production Bulletin No. 7; Motor Vehicles, Motor Bodies and Trailed Vehicles, Australia 


Stocks Owned by Private Enterprises in Selected Industries and Sales of Goods Manufactured by Private 
Manufacturing Enterprises, Australia 


Overseas transactions 


5301.0 
$302.0 
$332.0 
6405.0 
6414.0 


Palance of Payments, Australia 

Balance of Payments. Australia 

Exports and Impons (Balance of Payments Basis) at Constant Prices, Australia 
Export Price Index, Australia 

Import Price Index, Australia 


Internal trade 


8501.0 
8503.0 
9301.0 


Retail Sales of Goods (Excluding Motor Vehicles. Parts, Petrol, etc.), Australia 
Retail Sales of Goods (Excluding Motor Vehicles, Parts, Petrol, etc.), Australia 
Registrations of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, Preliminary 


Wages, overtime and retail prices 


6301.0 
6302.0 
6312.0 
6330.0 
6401.0 


Average Weekly Earnings, Australis, Preliminary 
Average Weekly Earnings, States and Australia 
Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australia 
Overtime. Australia 

Consumer Price Index 


Building and new fixed capital expenditure 


$625.0 
5626.0 
6407.0 
6408.0 
8731.0 
8752.0 


Finance 
$602.0 
$603.0 
$605.0 
$609.0 
$628.0 


New Fixed Capital Expenditure by Private Enterprises in Selected Industries, Austratia, Preliminary 
New Fixed Capital Expenditure by Private Enterprises in Selected Industries, Australia 

Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other than House Building, Six State Capital Cities and Darwin 
Price Index of Materials Used in House Building. Six State Capita! Cities 

Building Approvals. Australia 

Building Activity, Australia ($1.10, $1.90 incl. postage) 


Savings Banks, Australia 

Major Trading Banks, Australia 

Banking, Australia 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia 

New Capital Raisings by Companies Listed on Australian Stock Exchanges 


National accounts 


5206.0 


Quarterly Estimates of National Income and Expenditure, Australia ($1.10, $1.90 incl. postage) 


Civilian labour force. unemployed persons and job vacancies 


6202.0 
6203.0 
6231.0 
6248.0 
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